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Yeab Book op the Pennsylvania Society, 1914. Edited by Barr 
Ferree, Director of the Society. New York, 1914. 8vo, pp. 256. Il- 
lustrated. 

The Year Book of this Society is a record of its annual work and a 
summary of contemporary patriotic and historical activity in Penn- 
sylvania. In addition to the lists of officers and members of the 
Society, a full account of the proceedings of the fifteenth annual festival, 
and a record of Pennsylvania anniversaries in 1913, liberally illustrated, 
are among the prominent features of the present issue. For fifteen 
years Director Ferree has exhibited remarkable devotion and loyalty 
to the interests of the Society, which enjoys the distinction of being 
the foremost patriotic society of its kind in the United States. 

Travel and Description 1765-1865, together with a list of County 
Histories, Atlases, and Biographical Collections, and a list of Territorial 
and State Laws. By Solon Justus Buck. Published by the Trustees 
of the Illinois State Historical Society, Springfield, 1914. 8vo, pp. 514. 
Illustrated. 

This is the second volume of the Bibliographical Series of the Illinois 
Collections being edited by Prof. Alvord; the first was Scott's "News- 
papers and Periodicals of Illinois." The author has classified his work 
under three heads: Travels and Description, 1765-1865, in which he 
gives a list of all books containing accounts of travel in the territory 
included within the state of Illinois from its occupation of the British 
in 1765 to the end of the year 1865, and also includes geographies, 
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guide books and gazetteers. Under "Historiography of Illinois 
Counties," the list is comprehensive, from 1854 to 1912, and the interest 
in this class of works appears to be unabated. The list of "Territorial 
and State Laws, 1788-1913," a full set of which is possessed by the 
Illinois State Historical Society, is a valuable collection to the legal 
literature of the State. The volume has been ably compiled, is well 
arranged and the annotations will be cordially appreciated. A very full 
index will be found helpful. 

The Children of the World: A Simple account of Man's origin 
and Early History. By Edward Clodd. The Macmillan Co., New York, 
1914. pp. 240. Price $1.25. 

This is a new edition, rewritten and enlarged, of a work written in 
simple language, of the progress of man from the unknown time of 
his appearance upon earth to the period from which historians ordinarily 
begin. As the Table of Contents indicates, the first part of this book 
describes the progress of man in material things, while the second 
part seeks to explain his mode of advance from lower to higher stages 
of belief. Although the work was written for the young, it will afford 
to older persons interesting information concerning primitive man. 

Contemporary American History 1877-1913. By Charles A. Beard. 
The Macmillan Co., New York, 1914. Pp. 397. 

Prof. Beard has found, that in teaching American government and 
politics, there are large numbers of students who have no knowledge 
of the most elementary facts of American history since the Civil War. 
The excuse of the students has invariably been there are no text-books. 
To supply the student and general reader with a handy guide to con- 
temporary history he undertook the work under notice, which begins 
with the restoration of White dominion in the South and ends with 
the campaign of 1913. At this time when the public is keenly interested 
in the operations of political machinery and problems, the work is of 
distinctive value as a survey of what preceded the political campaign 
of 1913. 

Eoman Imperialism. By Tenney Prank. The Macmillan Co., New 
York, 1914. 8vo, pp. 365. Maps. Price, $2.50 net. 

Ancient Rome was the first republic that successfully built up and 
governed a subject Empire. Professor Frank's work undertakes to 
analyze the factors that worked for and against imperialism in the 
ancient republic, to discuss the experiments in governing its possessions, 
and to estimate the consequences of these experiments. The author has 
made every effort to incorporate the latest results of scholarly investi- 
gation in his book, so that it may prove of value in courses of history 
and government, but the volume will also claim the attention of the 
general readers who may be interested in comparing modern imperial- 
istic tendencies with the very striking parallels offered by Rome's his- 
tory. Notes have been added at the end of each chapter in order to aid 
the reader who desires to pursue the subject further and to indicate the 
basis for sueh new statements the author has made. 

The West in the Diplomacy of the American Revolution. By Paul 
Christen Phillips, Ph.D. Published by the University of Illinois, 
Urbana. 1912. 8vo, pp. 247. 

Prof. Phillips in this essay shows to what extent and in what respects 
the Mississippi Valley was a subject of diplomatic negotiations in the 
American Revolution. Although many different views have been ad- 
vanced on this question, he does not believe that any American 
scholars has, as yet, made any considerable use of the material available 
in this country and Europe for the purpose of getting at the exact 
truth. Although Spain's ambition to get control of the lands bordering 
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on the Gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi is well known, he does not 
think that the definite purpose back of her tortuous and apparently 
vacillating policy has ever been properly explained. 

Vergennes's professions of friendship for the United States and his 
opposition to their claims to the West have been regarded too long as 
a proof of his duplicity. Vergennes himself did not regard his policy 
towards the West as unfriendly to his ally, or as inconsistent with the 
terms of the treaty of alliance, and, at no time did he attempt to 
conceal his views. The evidence shows that he was conceding to the 
United States all he thought they had the right to claim. The main 
outlines of British policy are well understood, but the efforts of 
Shelburne to detach the Americans from the French alliance have not 
received the attention they deserve. The ability of Franklin as a 
diplomat appears in a new light when it is understood that, but for 
the obstinacy of Jay and Adams, he would have obtained for his 
country the richest parts of Canada. 

The Development oe Banking in Illinois, 1817-1863. By George 
William Dowrie, Ph.D. Published by the University of Illinois, 1913. 
8vo, pp. 181. 

Early Illinois banking passed through four distinct cycles. The first 
originated and reached its climax between the years 1814 and 1819. 
The second began in 1821 and reached a culmination in 1824-1825. The 
mania for internal improvements in the thirties caused the develop- 
ment of a third movement which came to a climax in 1837. The adop- 
tion of the stock-bank system in 1851 began the fourth cycle which 
attained the highest point in 1860. Prof. Dowie shows that in each of 
these movements events follow a regular sequence — an urgent demand 
for a plentiful medium of exchange, laws to safeguard generous issues 
of paper, fictitious prosperity due to speculation, suspension of redemp- 
tion followed by collapse of the bank issue, hard times, developments 
of a strong anti-bank sentiment — the beginning of the next cycle after 
a surprisingly brief interval. The material for this essay has been 
gathered from legislative records, newspapers, banking journals, county 
and state histories, and the letters and biographies of prominent men. 
The chapter headings are: The Monetary Situation in Illinois Pre- 
vious to the Establishment of Banks; Territorial Banks; Banking a 
State Monopoly; Banking and Internal Improvements; The Free Bank 
System of Illinois. 

A Histoby of the National Capital. From its Foundation through 
the Period of the Adoption of the Organic Act. By Wilhelmus Bogart 
Bryan. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1914. Vol. I. 8vo, pp. 669. 
Maps. Price, $5.00. 

With the termination of our war for independence, closely followed 
the consideration in selecting the location of the seat of government of 
the United States — convenience of access to all portions of the country — 
central as to population and territory and location on a navigable river. 
There was another element: The jurisdiction of the general govern- 
ment must be supreme; there must be no divided sovereignty, no state 
to exercise equal authority with the general government. Offers of sites 
in the States of New York, Maryland, New Jersey, Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania were made, but for a time sectional jealousies were so strong 
that it seemed probable the confederacy would fly apart into a number 
of independent states. Finally, in 1790, Congress decided that for the 
ensuing ten years Philadelphia should be the seat of government, after 
which it would be transferred to the federal district selected on the 
Potomac. The author in this volume presents a consecutive historical 
account of the action of Congress and the states, the final selection of 
the site, the plans for the federal city, public buildings, the develop- 
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ment of improvements, social customs, and concludes with the capture 
of the city by the British, the flight of the President and his Cabinet, 
the destruction of the capitol, White House, and public and private 
buildings. The data has been gathered from many authentic sources. 

Gardens and Gaedenees or Germantown. By Edwin C. Jellett. 
Germantown, 1914. 8vo, pp. 92. Illustrated. 

This is an address delivered before the Site and Belie Society of Ger- 
mantown, and for distinctness the author has divided his subject into 
three parts: The formative period extending from 1683 to 1740, during 
which Germantown was founded, when it became a village with ite 
houses confined to a "Pike," its interests being largely agricultural; 
the period of development extending from 1740 to 1854, during which 
the village expanded to the measure of a town, wherein farms gave way 
to "estates," when pretentious gardens were prepared, and professional 
gardeners appeared; and the modern period, extending from the year 
1854 to 1911, during which marked changes were made, elaborate gar- 
dens flourished, and wherein Germantown became an integral part of 
the city of Philadelphia. As a contribution to local history it will be 
appreciated. 

Bbotheb Ambecht's Secbet Chamber. A Legend of the Ancient 
Moravian Sun Inn at Bethlehem, Penna., with Historical Notes concern- 
ing persons and events during Colonial and Bevolutionary Days. By 
James B. Laux, Lititz, Penna., 1914. 8vo, pp. 64. Illustrated. Edition, 
300 copies. 

In this little book the author has given life and color to an ancient 
tradition connected with the famous Sun Inn, of Bethlehem, based on 
an old abandoned subterranean passage that leads from its rock-hewn 
cellar to some long-forgotten outlet. The characters that play their 
part, with few exceptions, are actual personages who were at one time 
guests of the noted hostelry, dating from the days of Indian warfare, 
the Revolution and later times. The text is copiously illustrated with 
contemporary sketches of buildings and portraits, which in themselves 
are worthy of special commendation. 

Histoby op the United States. By Matthew Page Andrews, Ph.D. 
J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, 1914. 8vo, pp. 378. Appendix xxxiv. 
Index xiv. Illustrated. 

This new History of the United States, in a concise and compact 
form, the results of the latest thought and research, noting with care 
all differences of opinion in regard to any complicated points in the 
nation's history, is well arranged, written in a readable style, and will 
be found of value to the critical student and general reader. The 
references and suggestions for special studies at the end of each chapter, 
with the data in the appendix, will be helpful. The work is profusely 
illustrated with portraits of distinguished personages, important events 
and maps. 

The Balkan Waes, 1912-1913. By Jacob Gould Schurman. Prince- 
ton University Press, 1914. pp. 114. Maps. Price $1.00 net. 

There is a peculiar timeliness in Mr. Schurman's book, in view of 
the fear of universal war in Europe threatened by the quarrel between 
Austria-Hungary and Servia. In writing of the future of the Balkans 
he is of opinion, that if they are permitted to settle their own affairs 
without the intervention of the Great Powers, there is no reason why 
the existing relations between Greece, Servia, Montenegro and Roumania, 
founded as they are on mutual interests, should not continue, and if 
they continue, peace will be assured in spite of the Bulgars' cry for 
revenge and readjustment. The danger lies in the influence of the 
Great Powers with their varying attractions and repulsion. 



